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preserved here."    In a postscript, he subjoins, " She is the most
extraordinary quick study I ever heard of."

The negotiations went forward. The Siddonses gave
notice at their headquarters. Garrick advanced money to
tide them over the forthcoming illness and any short period
in London before appearance.

None of the Garrick-Bate letters appear in The Private
Correspondence of David Garrick^ edited by Boaden in 1831.
The only document bearing on the transaction to be found
there is a letter to William Siddons, dated December I3th,
1775, from John de la Bere, reporting to him the indignation
of 'Mr. Blackwell' and 'the gentlemen of Covent-garden
theatre' at Mrs. Siddons's having engaged herself to Garrick
after having been previously in treaty with them for the
latter part of the winter season* "They consider her subse-
quent engagement to Mr. Garrick as an infringement of the
agreement subsisting between them and Drury-lane." From
this it would appear that some sort of stipulation existed
between the two ' Winter Theatres' (i.e, Drury Lane and
Covent Garden) as to not infringing on each other's overtures
to actors while such overtures were proceeding. The letter
concludes: " I have only to recommend it to your consideration,
whether you will not, on the footing of the agreement between
the two houses, lose the chance of getting into either, and to
add that Mr. Blackwell has taken up this affair with great
resolution, on the part of Covent-garden, and he says that
Mrs. Siddons absolutely promised him to drop all thoughts
of connecting herself with Drury-lane." Clearly, Mrs.
Siddons's acting had made a sensation, and, equally clearly,
the Siddons pair had not been guiltless of sitting on the
fence between the Lane and the Garden.

It had been calculated that Mrs. Siddons would be ' fit for
service5 early in December, and, on November 9th, her
husband acquainted their prospective employer that, on the
5th inst., she had ' produc'd him a fine girl.' The twenty-year-
old wage-earner was taken ill while acting, at Gloucester, a
few hours previously. Had a longer reposeful time followed,
the story of her first siege of London might possibly have
been other than it was,n reference to Bate's agricultural proclivities,r Garrick's protection,
